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Q1. Activity 
	Having been instructed to develop a research topic in the accounting field, the main specific area of interest was the advancement and the trends occurring in the accounting world. Specifically, the recent changes being adopted in performing accounting related activities.
To understand this issue better, articles from (Sulaiman, Nik, & Alwi, 2004), Management accounting practices in selected Asian countries and Changes in management accounting practices in Malaysia were used. The following is a brief summary of the two articles.
	
	Article 1
	Article 2

	1.The broad area of the paper
	Management Accounting
	Managerial Auditing

	2.The topic
	Changes in management accounting practices in Malaysia
	Management accounting practices in selected Asian countries: A review of the literature

	3.motivates the authors
	To determine the changes that Malaysian companies have undertaken in managerial accounting in order to ensure global competition in current changing business environs (Zainum & Smith, 2011). 
	The need to identify the extent to which newer accounting tools and software are being used in select Asian countries (Sulaiman, Nik, & Alwi, 2004).

	4.research problem/question
	How changes in Malaysian based companies took place in accordance with the dynamic business world.
	The level at which traditional and emerging accounting tools are being employed in four Asian countries.



Question 2: Write a description of the research problem you propose to investigate and explain why you chose this topic (motivation of your study). [3 points]
	The research problem I intend to investigate is the recent changes in accounting techniques and practices that are being adopted. 
	The problem itself brings out the attention that the recent development in technology has seen a new set of accounting tools and software being developed to aid in managerial accounting. In addition to this, the existing tools have either been abandoned or integrated into the newer accounting methods (Sulaiman, Nik, & Alwi, 2004). 
	The motivation behind investigating this particular development is the drive to grasp emerging trends in accounting and how effectively they are being utilized. This is crucial to understanding the current progress in the country’s economy. It also makes the consumers of this particular study be in a position to project the future growth of established firms that utilize fully these emerging accounting tools.
	In studying trends in accounting practices, one will be able to realize the steps taken to accommodate and employ the emerging trends. This is in regards to cases where the existing companies have been able to effectively incorporate these new tools in their accounting activities. This provides an ideal situation for the researcher to understand the different launching approaches that work for specific new accounting tools to be included in a company’s managerial accounting. The need to understand such an approach was a key motivating factor in choosing this particular research problem.

Question 3: What are the five categories of research methods? [2 points]
Case Studies:
This is a dedicated study involving analysis of a selected situation connected to the phenomenon under investigation. A case study also implies a detailed analysis of a small group or a section in an attempt to obtain conclude on an issue under study (Alzheimer Europe, 2009). It is an inclusion of a number of methods of data collection such as interviews and observation. The study is narrowly focused on a particular segment for correct interpretation of data.
Surveys:
This involves the collection of information from large sets of the item under study (Alzheimer Europe, 2009). For instance, in studying factors affecting business performance of SME’s in a country, one could sample companies for data collection. Since the data collected represents a large group of companies, then the research method used is a survey.
 Experiments:
This method of research requires the use of tests to collect data. In such cases, the tests are carried out in similar conditions, with only a few factors being allowed to change (Alzheimer Europe, 2009). The results from the experiments are then collected and analysed to provide conclusive arguments or decisions. This particular method of research requires a set-aside set-up which is free from alteration of the above mentioned varying factors. This set-up is referred to as the control experiment.
Questionnaires:
This is the use of questions to collect information. Questionnaires are designed to direct the subjects to provide a set of related answers (Alzheimer Europe, 2009). Although the answers are expected to vary, they are tailored in a way that makes the resulting answers compared to provide a conclusion in relation to the matter being studied.
Interviews:
A method of research that involves an in-person involvement of the researcher. Technologies such as video conferencing are used to conduct the interview from different geographic locations (Alzheimer Europe, 2009). The method of approach depends on the interviewer; this will include allowing the interviewee to speak freely or posing a set of structured questions to be answered.
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